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5 February 1852

Holland, Michigan

The Consistory of the First Reformed Church met on this date. Rev. Albertus C. Van
Raalte, elders H. Broek, Wilterdink, Hekhuis, Broersma, Labots, and deacons de Weerd,
Wilterdink, van den Berg, and Keppel were present. The entire meeting was taken up
with a discussion about the weekly newspaper, De Hollander, which involved VR who
was to have control of the contents. The Doesburgs who put out the paper had questions
about this.

In Dutch; translation by Rev. William Buursma.

Original in the collection of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of
Holland, Hope College, minutes of the Consistory, volume I, pp. 25-31.

MINUTES OF THE NINTH STREET CRC.,
OF
HOLLAND, MICHIGAN
November 5, 1850 — May 24. 1855
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Consistory Meeting of February 5, 1852
Present: Rev. A.C. van Raalte; H. Broek, Wilterdink, Hekhuis, Broersma, Labots, elders; de
Weerd, Wilterdink, van den Berg, Keppel, deacons.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by the president
ARTICLE 2 — At the request of the assembly Rev. van Raalte gave the following report of the
history and the current situation of the weekly journal, THE HOLLANDER. He states that for
many years he had felt the necessity for a weekly journal, serving the civil needs of this Dutch
settlement; as well as for the nurture and forming of all areas of knowledge and learning. This
should be done in a religious context. Previously, Rev. van Raalte had made several attempts to
achieve this goal. Finally, a nearby printer, Mr. Hanks, offered to begin such a journal. He
extended to Rev. van Raalte (since he, Mr. Hanks, wanted to use Mr. v/d Wall as translator) the
offer of filling up one-half of the paper with materials in the Dutch language, while, at the same
time, offering him control over the English content. This offer was accepted and later classical
approval and support were received. Many capricious actions of the owners
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and publishers of the paper have greatly frustrated the actual purpose of the paper. For this
reason, it appeared desirable to buy out Mr. Hanks, who, after a while, offered the printing press
to Mr. Doesburg (whose sons have learned the printing trade) cheaply, which had been offered to
Rev. van Raalte at a high price. Since Mr. Doesburg does not have the necessary means, he,
accompanied by Mr. van der Wall, approached Rev. van Raalte for advice. Rev. van Raalte
made an agreement that they should collectively purchase the printing press, but to list only the
names of Doesburg and van der Wall to avoid difficulties that could result in the relationship
between van Raalte and Mr. Hanks. Rev. van Raalte committed himself to request financial
support from friends of the Hollanders living in the Eastern states in order to appropriate the
paper. This effort greatly encouraged the two brethren.
At the same time, an agreement was made granting Rev. van Raalte exclusive authority over the
content. The other aspects of the publishing venture would be divided, but everything to be
printed was to be submitted to Rev. van Raalte for approval.
A short time after this

Page 27

agreement, in order to encourage the brethren further, Rev. van Raalte committed his share of the
profits to them. However, he did request that one-tenth of the profits be set aside for the
maintenance and improvement of the business.
Shortly afterwards, negligence in presenting articles to van Raalte began to become common. In
addition, the relationship between brothers Doesburg and van der Wall left much to be desired.
Also, support from the friends in the East did not develop as anticipated, and added to this, Rev.
van Raalte experienced a multitude of hindrances, because of his busy life and sickness in his
family
As a result, the business of the journal suffered, but there was no dissolution. Because van der
Wal and Doesburg could not agree, it was decided that van der Wall would sell his share to
Doesburg.
Rev. van Raalte noticed in THE HOLLANDER that it was Doesburg's intention to pursue an
independent direction, going counter to the good principles of the paper. He requested Doesburg
to appear the home of Brother Plugger, with Brother Labots and Keppel also present.
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Rev. Van Raalte made clear his rights in that Mr. Doesburg was not permitted to continue to go
into an independent direction, and that such a course for the paper would put in jeopardy the
truth and the good name of our community.
Rev. van Raalte indicated that it had never been his intention to relinquish his influence on the
paper, and that he had always labored to point this journal once and for all into a good direction.
He indicated that he had corresponded with the Rev. Mr. Gerritson about this in order to buttress
the arrival of Brother Taylor in this.
Mr. Doesburg, in his defense, pointed out the inadequacy and the neglect of Rev. van Raalte, as
well as his (Doesburg) labors for the paper, which, he said, would have been discontinued if it
had not been for him. Upon this, he was told that the shortcoming [of Rev. van Raalte] did not
cancel the directive.
Whereupon Rev. van Raalte promised to pay him reparations, while maintaining the exclusive
authority of the paper once again He [van Doesburg] promised, with his yielding in the entire
affair, to support it, and to allow his sons
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to do the work and to pay them in the customary manner of the Americans.
Mr. Doesburg spoke at length about the hateful way of having made servants of his children.
However, he finally agreed, asking for a period of eight days before the transaction of the
documents. The supervisors [elders/deacons] will decide on the compensation granted to him
(above those expenditures and debts which rest on the press) and which would fall upon Rev.
van Raalte
Rev. van Raalte informed the gathering that, since the agreement has been made, Doesburg has
completely turned around, and now publicly uses the paper, and permits it to be used by any
malcontent who wishes to set ablaze a fire of controversy. He also (according to van Raalte) is
using the paper to plant the seed of Remonstrance, which has been strongly condemned by our
church. The most recent articles make this clear; everything that is precious and good is at stake
here. Our good name, in civic and ecclesiastical sense, is disgraced. The misuse of a paper such
as this will destroy preaching and ecclesiastical rule; the entire reason to be here
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as a Christian people who stand for the truth will be lost.
Rev. van Raalte is compelled therefore to demand his rights in connection with this paper.
Otherwise, he fears that the consequences of destruction may be of such a nature that he will
have to leave this place.
That is to say, if it were to come so far with the people that they will put up with the continuance
of a paper, supported and approved by them, which militates against the truth and the wellbeing
of God's people. All the brothers see the importance and sensibility of the matter; the paper
should be brought back under the influence of Rev. van Raalte. They desire of Rev. van Raalte
that not only Mr. Doesburg's sons, but also Doesburg himself, will be given the opportunity to
earn their bread by means of this paper. Rev. van Raalte, although not without serious
reservations because of everything that has occurred and because of the costs', permits this.
Whereupon it is decided that all the brothers will go to Mr. Doesburg in order to try to persuade
him of the feasibility and the fairness of the matter.

Perhaps Rev. van Raalte alludes here to the psychological, social and religious costs to the community.
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No other matters remaining for discussion the meeting was closed with prayer and thanksgiving
by Rev. A.C. van Raalte.
A.C. van Raalte, president; J. Labots, scriba

Church Meeting of April 6, 1852
Present are the following people: Rev. A.C. van Raalte, Elders H. Broek, J.A. Wilterdink; D.J.
Hekhuis; J. Labots; Deacons A. de Weerd, A. Plugger, Keppel
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by the president.
ARTICLE 2 - The president inquires of Brother Wilterdink the purpose for the meeting.
He replies that it is in order to ask the question whether somebody (a member of this church)
may be permitted to slander, to be specific [slander] the holy ministry of the church. This is
done so by Mr. Doesburg, who includes all filthy slander in his newspaper, which leads to the
destruction of ecclesiastical and civic life.
The judgment of the assembly is that one must know, first of all, whether these writers are
members of the congregation or not. If they are, they could be admonished, but that we have to
be very careful, in times of confusion, when many simple [souls] could be led astray,
[Translation: Wm. Buursma
Revision: Nella Kennedy, October 2003]
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Consistory Meeting of February 5, 1852
Present: Rev. A. C. van Raalte; H. Broek, Wilterdink, Hekhuis, Broersma, Labots,
elders; de Weerd, Wilterdink, van den Berg, Keppel, deacons.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by the president.
ARTICLE 2— At the request of the assembly Rev. van Raalte gave the following report
of the history and the current situation of the weekly journal, The Hollander. He
indicates that for many years he has felt the necessity for a weekly journal, serving the
civil needs of this Netheflands settlement; as well as for the rrture anil ifsrming of all
areas of knowledge and seeirea This should be done in a rsi$1121 fleion. Previously,
Rev. van Raalte had made several attempts to achieve this goal. Finally, a nearby printer,
Mr. Hanks, offered to begin such a journal. He extended to4gpv. van Raalte (since he,
Mr. Hanks, wanted to use Mr. v/d Wall as translator) the palr
ege• of filling up one-half
of the paper with materials in the Dutch language, while, at the same time, offering him
control over the English content. This offer was accepted and later classical approval and
support were received. Many capricious actions of the owners
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At the same time, an agreement was made that Rev. van Raalte would have exclusive
authority over the content. The other aspects of the publishing venture would be divided,
but everything to be printed is to be submitted to Rev. van Raalte for approval.
A short time after this
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agreement, in order to encourage the brethren further, Rev. van Raalte committed his
share of the profits to them. However, he did request that one-tenth of the profits be set
aside for the maintenance and improvement of the business.
Shortly afterwards, negligence in presenting articles to van Raalte began to become
common. In addition, the relationship between the brothers Doesburg and van der Wall
left much to 12mhiriz3 Also, support from the friends in the East did not develop as
anticipated, and, Ptév. van Raalte experienced a multitude of hindrances, because of his
busy life and sickness in his family.
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As a result, the business of the journal suffered, but the paper had not been discontinued.
Because van der Wall and Doesburg could not agree, it was decided that van der Wall
would sell his share to Doesburg.
Rev. van Raalte noticed in The Hollander that it was Doesburg's intention to pursue an
independent direction, *nvol-ving-inappropritte-principles-for-the-paper. He requested
Doesburg\at the home ¶Brother Plugger,eln the presence of Brother Labots and Keppel,
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against the truth and against the welfare of God's people, action must be taken. The
brothers are all in agreement that this weighty situation requires that the paper be returned
to the influence of Rev. van Raalte. However, they request of Rev. van Raalte that not
only Mr. Doesburg's son but Mr. Doesburg himself shall be given the opportunity to earn
their daily bread, via this paper. Rev. van Raalte, not without serious reservations
because of what he has experienced and because of the expense involved, reluctantly
agrees.
It was decided that all of the brethren are to approach Mr. Doesburg in an effort to
persuade him that the above decisions are necessary, as well as fair.
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No other matters remaining for discussion, the meeting was closed with prayer and
thanksgiving by Rev. A. C. van Raalte.
A. C. van Raalte, president; J. Labots, clerk

Church Meeting of April 6, 1852
Present are the following people: Rev. A. C. van Raalte; Elders H. Broek, J. A.
Wilterdink; D. J. Hekhuis; J. Labots; Deacons A. de Weerd, A. Plugger, Keppel.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by the president.
ARTICLE 2 — The president inquires of Brother Wilterdink the purpose of the meeting.
He replies that it is in order to ask the question whether a member of the congregation
should be permitted to slander others, particularly those involved in the gospel ministry in
the congregation. This, he declares, is happening, because Mr. Doesburg is permitting
filthy slander to appear in his newspaper. This is leading to the destruction, both of
ecclesiastical and civic life.
The judgment of the assembly is that one must, first of all, know who the writers were,
and whether they are members of the congregation or not. If they are, they could be
admonished, but we must be extremely careful, particularly in times of confusion, since
many ordinary members are being led astray.

